
Juvenile caught after 
police chase in town 

A 16-year-old Marion boy is 
charged as a juvenile with multiple 
offenses relating to a high-speed 
chase that went through the heart 
of town Monday shortly after 1 
p.m. The youth is alleged to have 
stolen a vehicle Sunday night near 
the intersection of Main and Gum 
and streets, and left it at a home 
in southern Crittenden County. 
The next day, he allegedly took 
another vehicle, a Toyota Camry, 
from a driveway in Greenwood 
Heights. Law enforcement en-
gaged him in a pursuit on KY 91 
North and chased the vehicle at 
speeds in excess of 75 mph. After 
proceeding through city side 
streets, the chase continued onto 
KY 120 toward Shady Grove and 
included multiple officers from 
Marion Police Department, Ken-
tucky State Police and Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Department.  

Sheriff Evan Head and deputies 
corralled the teen, using a “legal 
intervention” on Providence Road 
to stop the Camry after about a 
30-minute pursuit. No one was 
injured, but the stolen car and two 
sheriff’s cruisers were damaged. 

Coincidentally, one of the vic-
tims of auto theft has now had 
two different vehicles stolen over 
the past couple of years in unre-
lated incidents.  

Back to the jury box 
Crittenden County Grand Jury 

was brought back into session 
Wednesday afternoon to finish up 
a handful of cases continued from 
last week. The grand jury has 
heard an extraordinary number of 
cases this month and Wednesday 
was its final duty before a new 
panel is convened for 2025. A 
grand jury serves for one full year. 
It is made up of local residents. 
The grand jury convenes in private 
session to evaluate accusations 
against persons charged with 
felonious crime and decides if the 
evidence warrants a bill of indict-
ment. Its job is the preliminary 
stage in the adjudication of a 
criminal case.  

 

Winter solstice 
This Saturday marks the official 

start of winter, ushering in the 
shortest day and longest night of 
the year. Known as the winter sol-
stice, this astronomical event oc-
curs when the Earth's axial tilt is 
farthest from the sun, resulting in 
minimal daylight hours. 

For stargazers and those who 
enjoy crisp winter evenings, the 
solstice also offers an opportunity 
to welcome the changing season. 
After Saturday, daylight hours will 
gradually begin to increase as we 
move closer to spring, which offi-
cially starts on March 20. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District meets at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 19, at its office on 
East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
meets at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 19 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Livingston County Fiscal Court 
will have a special meeting at 5 
p.m., Monday, Dec. 23 at the 
county office complex.
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Data sign 
of child 
welfare 

 
BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Fifth Judicial District Fam-
ily Court Judge Brandi 
Rogers says a “State of Kids” 
report issued recently by 
Kentucky Youth Advocates is 
a beneficial guidepost for 
charting a path toward better 
days for Ken-
tucky’s chil-
dren. 

Comparison 
of state and 
local data in 
16 categories 
serves as a 
state of condi-
tion report in 
the areas of 
economic se-
curity, education, health, 
family and community.  

Data were compiled by 
Kentucky Youth Advocates 
(KYA), an independent group 
which partners with legisla-
tors and other elected offi-
cials to create policies that 
benefit youth and families. It 
releases research findings 
annually to help inform and 
influence recommendations 
to benefit Kentucky children. 

The Kentucky Kids Count 
dashboard, available at kyy-
outh.org, indicates improve-
ments or decline in the 16 
categories. The latest data 
are from 2022. 

Judge Rogers says the in-
formation presented by KYA  
can help legislators and child 
advocates understand issues 
facing the state’s youngest 
and most vulnerable and 
how to address problems. 

“I am a part of many com-
missions and boards that 
utilize KYA to steer projects 
to help families in need,” she 
said. “It helps entities gauge 
where their focus should lie 
in assisting families.” 

KYA advocates for public 
policies that are good for 
kids, works to improve those 
that are not and creates poli- 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Middle 

School science teacher Neal 
Bryant has achieved national 
certification from the Na-
tional Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards. 

National board certification 
is the most respected profes-
sional certification available 
in education and provides 
numerous benefits to teach-
ers, students and schools. It 
took Bryant three years to 

complete the 
certification 
designed to 
develop, re-
tain and rec-
o g n i z e 
accomplished 
teachers and 
to generate 
ongoing im-
provement in 
schools, ac-
cording to its website.  

“Pursuing National Board 

Certification is something 
that has held great meaning 
to me,” Bryant said. “I'm pas-
sionate about my profession, 
and achieving this certifica-
tion signifies my commitment 
to education, but more im-
portantly, to myself and my 
students.”  

Teachers who obtain na-
tional board certification ex-
hibit a deep understanding of 
their students, content 
knowledge and use of data 

and assessments. They par-
ticipate in learning communi-
ties and provide evidence of 
ongoing reflection and con-
tinuous learning. 

Recognized as the gold 
standard in teacher certifica-
tion, the National Board be-
lieves higher standards for 
teachers means better learn-
ing for students. 

“The process certainly isn't  
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BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Local governments in Kentucky are 
receiving substantial payments from 
legal settlements with companies impli-
cated in the opioid crisis, but spending 
the funds and meeting compliance re-
quirements is challenging for many. 
Here’s a look at how counties like Crit-
tenden and Livingston are utilizing their 
share, how much they’ve received and 
the legal constraints on spending. 

Opioid Settlement Funds come from 
legal settlements with pharmaceutical 
companies, distributors and retailers 
accused of fueling the opioid epidemic. 
Kentucky counties and cities receive 

their share in installments, guided by 
laws dictating how the funds can be 
used. Legally, the money must address 
issues tied to the opioid crisis, including 
prevention, treatment, enforcement and 
mitigation of its effects. 

The Kentucky Opioid Abatement Ad-
visory Commission oversees the distri-
bution and use of funds, providing 
grants and guidance. However, compli-
ance has been uneven, with many gov-
ernments struggling to navigate 
reporting requirements. 

Several counties and cities in the re-
gion have gotten significant amounts  
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  Here is how much area counties and cities have 
gotten so far from opioid settlements. There is 
more to come. 
 
AREA COUNTIES 
Crittenden                               $209,833.90 
Livingston                              $227,056.59 
Caldwell                                 $189,744.37 
Union                                      $300,534.57 
Lyon                                        $129,045.34 
Webster                                  $261,862.05 
AREA CITIES 
Eddyville                                   $15,548.69 
Princeton                                  $84,717.78 
Morganfield                              $87,783.69 
Marion                                      $12,164.09 
Sturgis                                      $10,710.96 
Kuttawa                                      $6,407.59

Bryant

Judge Rogers

State of Kids

CCMS science teacher scores national certification

Banked from SettlementFollowing drug money

Critten
den Press

Out Early Next Week
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Drake 

Danny Drake, 62, of 
Marion, died Monday, 
Dec. 9, 2024. 

Surviving are two 
sisters, Melissa Drake 
and Debbie (Larry) 
Carter, both of Marion; a 
niece-in-law, Elizabeth 
Floyd of Marion; two 
nephews, Brett Carter of 
Marion and Mason (Tif-
fany) Carter of Florida; a 
great-nephew, Blake 
Floyd of Marion; and 
great-niece, Hazel Carter 
of Marion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Cletus and Anna Drake; 
and a nephew, Stephen 
Floyd. 

Graveside services 
were Friday, Dec. 13 at 
Mapleview Cemetery. Gil-
bert Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 
 
Faith 

Janice Faith, 79, of 
Marion, died Monday, 
Dec. 9, 2024. She was a 
member of the Jehovah’s 
Witness faith. 

Surviving are four chil-
dren, Richard Faith, 
Jason Faith, Leann Faith 
Colapietro and Matt 
Faith; and four grand-

children, Trevor Faith, 
Logan Colapietro, 
Landen Colapietro and 
Nathan Faith. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
John Lenoard Faith; her 
parents, Robert and 
Pauline Easley; and a 
sister, Judy Watson. 

Graveside services 
were Friday, Dec. 13 at 
Mapleview Cemetery. Gil-
bert Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrange-
ments.  
 
Belt 

Jerry Carl Belt, 77, of 
Marion, died Friday, Dec. 
13, 2024 at Baptist 
Health Paducah.  He was 
a member 
and deacon 
at Freedom 
G e n e r a l 
B a p t i s t 
Church. 

S u r v i v -
ing are his 
wife, Mollie 
Kay Belt of Marion; three 
children, Stephanie (Mi-
chael) Jones of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, Melissa (Jed) 
Corrie of Henderson and 
Billy Moore of Marion; 
two grandchildren, Ra-
chel Jones of Cincinnati, 
Ohio and Braxton Burris 
of Henderson; two 
brothers, Paul Belt of 
Marion and Doyle Belt of 
Lexington; and a sister, 

Vera Frazer of Lexington. 
He was preceded in 

death by his parents, 
William Ray and Hazel 
Mardell Belt; two 
brothers, Ray Eugene 
Belt and Dennis Belt; 
and a sister, Sue Frank-
lin. 

Services were Tuesday, 
Dec. 17 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial 
in Sugar Grove Ceme-
tery.   Memorial dona-
tions may be made to 
Sugar Grove Cemetery, 
10880 SR 120, Prov-
idence, KY 42450. 

 
 

Deaths

Online 
Condolences 

myersfuneralhomeonline.com 
boydfuneraldirectors.com  

gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this  

newspaper are free. Ask your 
funeral director about custom, 

fee-based obituaries.
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STAFF REPORT 
Longtime Marion City 

Council member Mike 
Byford sat for his last 
meeting Monday night 
and was recognized by 
Mayor D’Anna Browning 
for his lasting and loyal 
serving to the city. 

Byford is the longest 
serving council member, 
having been first elected 
to the government body 
in 1989. There was one 
two-year term since then 
that he stepped off the 
council. Otherwise, he 
been on council for 33 
years.  

The mayor said his 
knowledge and historical 
reference has been in-
valuable to the city. Fel-
low councilman Dwight 
Sherer, who has served 
second longest at more 
than 20 years, said he 
and Byford had been 
friends since they were 
classmates in high 
school. 

“Mike has been diligent 
in his work for the city,” 
Sherer said. “He always 
follows up on issues 
brought to him by citi-
zens, and that should be 
the goal for everyone who 
is elected.” 

Byford has been a pub-
lic servant in other ca-
pacities, too. He’s a 
longtime member of the 
Lions Club and can 
sometimes be found im-
personating Santa, much 
to the delight of area chil-
dren.  

Replacing Byford on 
the council will be Nikki 
Conger, who won the seat 
as a write-in candidate in 
November’s general elec-
tion. The new council was 
sworn to office on Mon-
day. 

In other business dur-
ing the city council meet-
ing, auditor Jeff Walker 
presented Marion’s 2023 
-2024 financial audit. He 
said that despite some 
difficult times over the 
last few years, pointing to 
the water crisis and ex-
pensive construction of a 

new sewer plant, Marion 
has maintained financial 
stability. 

“In our professional 
judgement after reviewing 
the activity and state-
ments, we find no issues 
of a material nature. It’s a 
pretty straight forward 
report for the city,” he 
told council members. 

The city’s new code en-
forcement officer, Rick 
Mills, provided an activi-
ties report for the month. 
He mentioned working 
with more than 20 prop-
erty owners to remediate 
code violations across the 
city. 

The council set regular 
meeting dates for Janu-
ary and February on the 
second Monday of each 
month in order to avoid 
federal holidays. The 
council typically meets 
on the third Monday of 
the month.
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Circuit 

Court Judge Daniel Heady 
heard a number of cases last 
Thursday involving drugs, bur-
glary, escape and illegal hunt-
ing. 

Following are dispositions of 
some of the cases before the 
court last week. 

•Alexandria Jimenez, 31, of 
Nortonville pleaded guilty to 
two Class C felony charges of 
trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance (fentanyl). She will be 
formally sentenced in March. 
The commonwealth has recom-
mended a five-year sentence 
on each count, to run concur-
rently.  

Jimenez was also indicted 
last week on another felony 
drug charge of possession of a 
controlled substance.  

At the request of her attor-
ney, Cody Hooks of Princeton, 
Jimenez’s bond was reduced to 
10% of $10,000.  

•Willow MacGee, 20, of 

Brookport, Ill., accused of leav-
ing the scene of an automobile 
accident on Old Salem Road 
and possessing heroin, meth 
and marijuana, has been given 
an opportunity to enter into 
the drug court program. 

She was indicted following 
her original arrest in 2023 on 
two felony drug charges, eight 
misdemeanors and a number 
of other traffic violations. 
MacGee had failed to show up 
for a court appearance not long 
after her indictment and was 
at large for months. She was 
later apprehended, and has 
been jailed here since Sept. 17.  

•Steven Cordell, 46, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to a felony 
charge of third-degree burglary 
and third-degree criminal tres-
passing. Court records indicate 
that he was arrested following 
an incident that occurred on 
property owned by a local 

church. He was sentenced to 
five years, but probation will be 
granted following an assess-
ment to determine a recom-
mended substance abuse 
treatment program. Probation-
ary requirements include com-
pleting any in-patient 
programs recommended by the 
assessment.  

•Gregory S. Munsell, 30, of 
Princeton pleaded guilty in two 
cases that included charges of 
third-degree burglary, at-
tempted escape and unlawful 
imprisonment. He is also fac-
ing escape charges in Webster 
County and other charges in 
Lyon and McCracken, accord-
ing to court testimony.  

Munsell was given a three-
year sentence on the charges 
here that stem from an inci-
dent in April when he used a 
crow bar to break into Victory 
Auto Sales on US 60 West and 

attempted to escape from Crit-
tenden County Detention Fa-
cility. In the process of that 
escape attempt, Munsell re-
strained a jail deputy inside of 
a secured cell vestibule.  

Judge Daniel Heady sen-
tenced Munsell to one year on 
the burglary charge and two 
years each on charges of at-
tempted escape and unlawful 
imprisonment. The two-year 
terms will run concurrently 
and consecutive to the one-
year sentence for a total of 
three years.  

•Chris Allen Fitzgerald, 55, of 
Fredonia appeared in court for 
a probation revocation hearing. 
The judge stopped short of re-
voking Fitzgerald’s probation 
on 2022 drug trafficking 
charges. Instead, he is order to 
complete further treatment.  

•Eddie Ricketts, 45, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to two felony 
charges of being a convicted 
felon in possession of a firearm 
and a misdemeanor charge of 

illegally taking or pursing a 
deer. According to court 
records, on Oct. 8, Sheriff Evan 
Head and Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Officer Randy 
Conway observed Ricketts sit-
ting in a vehicle with two 
loaded .30-06 rifles next to 
him. According to criminal 
records, Ricketts is a convicted 
felon and prohibited from pos-
session of a weapon. 

He was sentenced to one 
year on each felony charge and 
365 days for the misdemeanor 
with time to run consecutively. 

•Eric W. Hammons, 43, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to a ne-
gotiated charge of first-offense 
failing to comply with the sex 
offender registry, and was sen-
tenced on a Class D felony to 
one year of incarceration. He 
originally faced a possible sen-
tence of 5-10 years on a Class 
C felony. 

  CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Drugs, burglary, escape among criminal activity

Ace is a shy guy but he 
warms up when he 
knows he is safe and 
loved. He is a year and 
a half old. A shepherd 
mix, Ace is smart, play-
ful and fun! He's dream-
ing of a home of his own 
for Christmas!

ADOPT A PET 

STAFF REPORT 
In a remarkable 

achievement that under-
scores a commitment to 
innovation and excel-
lence in agriculture, 
Greenwell Acres of Union 
County has been recog-
nized by the Kentucky 
Soybean Association 
(KSA) as the first-ever 
member of the 120 
Bushel Soybean Club.  

Kirk Greenwell, 40, a 
partner in the enterprise, 
expressed pride in this 
significant accomplish-
ment.  

“There's a lot of things 
that go into it, but I 
would start off by saying 
that we put a lot into 
corn and beans,” he said. 
“We're making sure that 
we supply all the nutri-
ents that they need. We 
want to make sure that 
they're healthy through-
out the growing season. I 
believe that healthy 
plants are going to ulti-
mately lead to higher 
yields, so you focus on 
the things that you can 
control.” 

The KSA's 120 Bushel 
Soybean Club was estab-
lished to encourage soy-
bean farmers to pursue 
higher yields and share 
best practices across the 
state. In recognition of 
Greenwell Acres' achieve-
ment, the farm will re-
ceive a traveling trophy 
that will be displayed at 
the Union County Exten-
sion office for a year, and 
the farm will receive a 
plaque commemorating 
its membership in the 
elite club. There is also a 

cash prize. 
The yield contest fo-

cuses on a three-acre 
block. Greenwell Acres’ 
took a record-setting 
122.2 bushels per acre. 
To put that into some 
persepctive, in crop year 
2023, the average yield 
for soybeans in Kentucky 
was 55 bushels per acre. 
The previous state record 
was 112.18 bushels per 
acre set in 2022 by Den-
nis McKay Farms in 
Daviess County.  

With farmland located 
primarily near Waverly in 
Union County and in 
western Henderson 
County, Greenwell Acres 
tends to about 7,000 
acres and is a family-op-
erated enterprise that in-
cludes multiple 
generations. Kirk, along 
with his father, uncles, 
brother and cousins, 
manages the farm while 
some of them also engage 
in other agricultural 
businesses in Union 
County.  

Greenwell Acres has 
previously been recog-
nized as a member of the 
100 Bushel Club for soy-
bean yields, achieving 
this honor three times in 
the last five years. Green-
well attributes their re-
cent success to a 
combination of rigorous 
nutrient management, 
innovative farming prac-
tices and a relentless 
focus on plant health. 

“We ensure our crops 
receive the right nutri-
ents and protection from 
diseases, allowing them 
to thrive during the grow-

ing season. That gives 
them the biggest oppor-
tunity to capture all the 
sunlight they can in the 
summertime Soybeans 
are like little factories 
and the two things that 
go into it are nutrition 
and sunlight in order to 
produce the high yields.” 

As the farming com-
munity continues to face 
challenges such as fluc-
tuating weather patterns 
and market conditions, 
Greenwell believes that 
innovation and adapt-
ability are essential for 
future success.  

“We are always testing 
new ideas and products, 
looking for ways to im-
prove. It’s important to 
think outside the box 
and not just do things 
the way they have always 
been done,” he said. 

The contest is co-spon-
sored by the University of 
Kentucky and the Ken-
tucky Soybean Board. 

Union County farm sets state 
record with 122.2 bu/ac beans

Greenwell Acres’ head-
quarters is in Waverly.

Custodial 
Retreat 

Longtime Critten-
den County 
Courthouse cus-
todian Rick Nel-
son was honored 
by Crittenden 
County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Perry 
Newcom and 
other county lead-
ers last week 
upon Nelson’s re-
tirement. He has 
been caretaker of 
the county’s pub-
lic offices for 30 
years. 

BRYANT 
Continued from page 1 

an easy one,” Bryant 
said. “It's rigorous and 
challenging, but it is one 
that, through deeper in-
vestigation and reflec-
tion, has made me a 
better teacher to my stu-
dents... and they deserve 
that.” 

Established in 1987, 
the National Board for 
Professional Teaching 
Standards in an inde-
pendent, nonprofit or-
ganization working to 
advance accomplished 
teaching for all students 
with a mission to main-
tain rigorous standards 
and expertise in the 
classroom. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning 
recognizes Mike Byford.

33-year councilman saluted for work



Living Tree a huge 
success, chances 
good for remakes 

Crittenden County’s Living 
Christmas Tree performances 
over five days this month have 
been hailed as a great success. 
Organizer Kim Vince says more 
than 800 in combined atten-
dance saw the shows with Sun-
day’s final matinee being the 
best attended. 

“We appreciate the support of 
the community who attended 
and donated and those who vol-
unteered,” she said. “More than 
100 people were involved in the 
organization and performances.” 

The program was produced 
by Fohs Hall, Inc., and the Com-
munity Arts Foundation. Vince 
said the organizing committee 
will gather after the new year to 
determine plans for the future. 
It's likely, she said, that the Liv-
ing Tree will become a biennial 
or triennial event. Donations at 
the shows will be used for per-
petuity of the project.  

Sickness created some issues 
over the course of the five 
shows. 

“None of the performance had 
the entire choir there,” she said. 

 Otherwise all went well and 
there was a “great reception of 
the handbells and children's 
choir,” Vince added. 

 
Save Jennie Stuart 
files suit to stop sale 
of JSMC to Deaconess 

A group opposing the acqui-
sition of Jennie Stuart Medical 
Center by Deaconess Health of 
Evansville, Ind., has filed a law-
suit in Christian Circuit Court 
seeking to pause the transac-
tion. The lawsuit, filed by Save 
Jennie Stuart, names the hospital 
and its 11 board members as 
defendants, according to a re-
port in the Hopkinsville Chroni-
cle. 

Save Jennie Stuart alleges that 
the hospital's governing board 
has failed its fiduciary duties by 
undervaluing the facility, which 
it claims has a "book value" ex-
ceeding $157 million. The group 
criticizes the use of a four-per-
son subcommittee for handling 
the deal, calling the process 
rushed and exclusionary. 

The Chronicle reports that the 
hospital board defends its deci-
sion, citing a “comprehensive 
process” aimed at ensuring the 
hospital’s future. The acquisition 
would address current chal-
lenges, including billing system 
issues, and provide access to the 
Epic EHR system. 

Save Jennie Stuart includes 
prominent local leaders, such as 
Christian County Judge-Execu-
tive Jerry Gilliam and former 
Hopkinsville mayors. The case is 
assigned to Judge Andrew Self. 

The board’s vote on the Dea-
coness deal is scheduled for 
Thursday, Dec. 19. 

 

County announces 
holiday schedule 

In observance of the Christ-
mas holidays the offices at Crit-
tenden County Office Complex, 
including judge-executive, 
county clerk, PVA, sheriff, the 
county road department, con-
venience center and animal 
shelter, will be closed Tuesday 
Dec. 24 and Wednesday, Dec. 
25, 2024, resuming normal 
hours of operation Thursday, 
Dec. 26. 

 

KY adjusts electric 
vehicle fees for 2025 

Starting Jan. 1, Kentucky's 
ownership fees for electric vehi-
cles (EVs) will rise by 5% under 
state law to address rising road 
maintenance costs. Hybrid vehi-
cle fees, however, will be elimi-
nated. 

New annual ownership fees 
are: 

•$126 for electric vehicles 
and plug-in hybrids 

•$63 for electric motorcycles 
•$0 for hybrids 
These fees contribute to the 

Road Fund, supporting road 
construction, maintenance, and 
administration. Fees will appear 
on vehicle renewal notices and 
can be paid during registration 

at drive.ky.gov or county clerk 
offices. 

According to a news release 
from the governor’s office, this 
change aligns with Kentucky's 
growing investment in the EV 
sector, which includes $11.7 bil-
lion from industry leaders like 
Ford and Toyota, creating over 
10,000 jobs. The state is also 
expanding its EV Charging Pro-
gram, with plans for 50 new fast 
charging stations by 2026. Learn 
more at kyevcharging.com. 

 

Livingston moves to  
recycle cardboard 

With a regional recycling plan 
still on hold for the five-county 
area, Livingston County is mov-
ing ahead with an agreement 
with Marshall County to recycle 
paper and cardboard. 

Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Michael Williams said the 
service will be free for county 
residents. The material will be 
separated before its taken to 
Marshall County. Five enclosed 
trailers will be used to collect 
recyclable cardboard and paper 
at the schools, road department 
and at the convenience center 
on Cutoff Road. The public can 
drop off recyclable materials at 
school trailers during school 
hours.  

“The convenience center al-
ready takes metal,” Williams 
said. “So the only things we can-
not accept at this time to recycle 
are glass and plastic.” 

Livingston, Crittenden, Cald-
well, Lyon and Trigg counties 
are working together to restart a 
regional recycling effort since 
the West Kentucky Correctional 
Complex near Fredonia quit 
providing the services months 
ago. The regional group believed 
it had a plan that involved a 
Texas-based company, but that 
deal recently fell through. 

 

Area water, sewer 
projects remain high 
on region’s Top 15  list 

Pennyrile Area Development 
District’s Water Management 
Council has identified top water 
and wastewater priorities for the 
region, with three significant 
projects in the immediate area 
making the list.  

The No. 1 priority in the re-
gion is Phase 2 of Crittenden-
Livingston Water District’s 
expansion project. The entire 
project is expected to cost up-
wards of $40 million for the 
multi-phase, multi-year plan to 
double the plant’s size and im-
prove storage and distribution 
infrastructure. The financial 
need for Phase 2 is $33.8 mil-
lion. Additionally, Phase 3 of the 
same project is ranked as 
among the top 10 projects in the 
region. Its funding need is $15.1 
million. There are 15 projects 
from nine different counties on 
the PADD’s priority list. 

 City of Marion is ranked No. 
2 on the waste water’s top 15 
list. Marion recently replaced its 
sewer plant and is looking for 
funding to help reduce the fi-
nancial burden on local resi-
dents. It’s hoping to qualify for a 
Delta Regional Authority grant to 
help offset its $19.4 million debt 
for waste water collection and 
treatment. 

City of Smithland’s need for 
funding to rehabilitate a sewer 
lagoon is ranked No. 3. The 
need is $1.2 million. 

 

Ag poster contest 
open for entries 

Kentucky students are invited 
to enter the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (KDA) an-
nual Poster and Essay Contest, 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
Jonathan Shell has announced. 

The theme of the 2025 con-

test is “Kentucky Agriculture 
Makes Me Proud” encouraging 
contestants to illustrate in 
words, original artwork, or pho-
tographs how agriculture gives 
them pride. 

Students in grades K-12 may 
submit a poster, an essay of 500 
words or less, or a digital entry, 
which may be photos or original 
digital artwork. Each entry must 
include the actual written theme 
and be postmarked by Friday, 
March 7. 

Winners will be notified by 
Friday, April 18. Winners in the 
poster and essay competitions 
will be selected in each grade. 
One statewide winner will be se-
lected for digital artwork. Each 
winner will receive a $100 award 
from Kentucky Agriculture and 
Environment in the Classroom 
and will be recognized at the 
2025 Poster and Essay Contest 
Awards Ceremony next year. 
Winning entries will be displayed 
in Commissioner Shell’s Frank-
fort office and at the 2025 Ken-
tucky State Fair in August in 
Louisville. For more information, 
including complete contest rules 
and an entry form, go to 
kyagr.com/marketing/poster-
essay-contest.html or contact 
Bethany Mattingly, director of 
KDA’s Agriculture Education and 
Outreach Division, at 
Bethany.Mattingly@ky.gov or 
(502) 782-4125. 

 

Morganfield parade 
going to Uniontown 

Morganfield Christmas Parade 
will begin at 4 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 21. It will start at Morgan-
field City Park and continue 
down Main Street. From there, it 
will travel to Uniontown and join 
that town’s parade at 5 p.m. 

 

Gaming development 
planned at Calvert 

Churchill Downs recently an-
nounced a plan to develop Mar-
shall Yards Racing & Gaming in 
Calvert City. This will be the 
company’s eighth historical 
horse racing entertainment 
venue in Kentucky and it is ex-
pected to open in early 2026. 
The development will be located 
on approximately 4.5 acres near 
the intersection of I-69 and I-24 
just outside of Calvert City. Mar-
shall Yards will feature up to 
240 state-of-the-art historical 
racing machines, a sports bar, a 
retail sportsbook, simulcast wa-
gering and food and beverage 
offerings. Overall investment for 
the development is projected at 
$40 to $50 million. The devel-
opment will operate as an annex 
of Oak Grove, Ky., Racing, Gam-
ing & Hotel.  

 

Sickness shuts school 
down early this week 

Due to widespread sickness 
and declining attendance among 
both students and staff, school 
was canceled for Wednesday and 
Thursday this week. 

Friday was already scheduled 
as an off day to begin the holi-
day break. 

Classes are dismissed until 
Jan. 7 after the winter break.  

Superintendent Tonya Driver 
said attendance had fallen to 83 
percent on Tuesday; normal is 
around 94 to 96 percent atten-
dance.  

 

Sen. Howell recognized 
Kentucky state Sen. Jason 

Howell was presented the Ken-
tucky Chamber MVP Award ear-
lier this month by former 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
Board Chair Craig Guess and 
Amy Cloud, executive director of 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
Executives, at the Murray-Cal-
loway County Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Legislative 
Preview. 

 Sen. Howell was among a se-
lect group of legislators who 
“went to bat” for business during 
the 2024 Kentucky General As-
sembly by displaying conspicu-
ous actions to strengthen 
business, improve competitive-
ness and ensure growth. 

 Recipients of the Kentucky 
Chamber MVP Award show 
strong leadership for the busi-
ness community by sponsoring 
or carrying Chamber priority 
legislation to final passage. 

 

50 YEARS AGO 
December 19, 1974 
n Carolyn Guess’ music students pictured after a 
recital were David Yandell, Tony Stalion, Tim Harmon, 
Pat Brown, Steven Berry, Randy Belt, Mike Cline, Jay 
Berry, Cindy Brookshire, Debbie Collins, Tracy Crowell, 
Jeanne Hinchee, Shannon Thomas, Tammy Binkley, 
Terri Guess, Bonita Belt, Tracy Guess, Beverly Stalion, 
Debbie Stalion, Debbie Yandell, Roxanne Binkley, 
Saundra Myers, Tina Belt, Angela Belt, Teresa Myers, 
Rhonda Kirk, Gay Ann Belt, Rhonda Hannah, Lisa Kin-
nis, Gail Croft, Sharon Workman, Angie James and 
Barbara Harris. 
n Crittenden County High School students presented 
checks for essay entries in the Voice of Democracy 
Contest were Gary Davidson, Valetta Little and Pam 
Heady. 
n David Bruce Croft, a student at Marion Junior High, 
won first place in the Soil Conservation essay contest. 
Tolu Elementary student Melinda Easley won second 
place. Barbara Dale of Tolu won first place in the poster 
contest. 
n Crittenden County’s boys basketball team notched 
its first win of the season with a 67-64 win over Liv-
ingston Central. Junior Keith Cosby scored a team high 
26 points. 
n Reuben G. Walker Jr., was sworn in as assistant 
Commonwealth Attorney in the 25th judicial district in 
Kentucky. Walker was a Marion native. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
December 23, 1999 
n A voluntary water conservation notice given by the 
City of Marion as a result of low levels in Lake George, 
the city’s water supply, had reduced usage by 22,000 
gallons. Still, low levels threatened insufficient con-
sumer demand without significant rainfall. 
n The Blackford Memorial Bridge project received sup-
port from Crittenden Fiscal Court, supporting a grant 
sought in Webster County to save the century-old rail-
road bridge linking the two counties near Blackford. 
n Clinton Truitt and Mike Weldon earned Road Master 
designations by Kentucky’s Department of Highways. 
n Tiny Tot Day Care students Hayden McConnell, 
Emily Myers, Dustin Perry, Cameron McDaniel, Bailey 
Rushing and Jake Hodge performed the National An-
them before a basketball game at Rocket Arena. 
n Rocket football awards were presented to Ashley 
Travis, senior award; Brad Madden, senior award; 
Jason Brown, senior award; Joey Rich, MPV, “Dozer” 
Award, Hit Man Award and captain award; Matt Jent, 
RBI leader, most valuable lineman and captain award; 
Ryan Beavers, Crittenden Press Paul Mick Leadership 
Award; Jordan Yates, senior award Steve Thompson, 
most valuable offensive player; Tanner Tabor, senior 
award; Josh Cozart, most valuable defensive player 
and top tackler; Brandon Carlson, senior award; Brent 
Belt, most improved; Keith Wilcox, JV MVP; and Tim 
Grau, senior award. 
n Sheila Truitt was one of 12 winners of a Southern 
States photo contest out of 535 entries in the Rural 
Magic: Pictures of Country Living contest. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
December 18, 2014 
n Some of the actors in a children’s Christmas play ti-
tled “Angelhead” were Natalie Boone, Aria Kirk, Sara 
Jones, Haylee Perrin, Addy Kirby, Sofia Taft and Carly 
Porter. 
n Crittenden County High School’s welding team of 
Chris Winders, Alex Yates, Jacob Greenwell, Alex Cur-
tis and Skyler Greenwell won first place in an event in 
Hopkinsville. Winders was the highest scorer in ARC 
welding. 
n Crittenden County High School seniors who met 
benchmarks in all four subject areas on the ACT were 
honored by the board of education. They included Lau-
ren Beavers, Jacob Berry, Cole Easley, Cole Foster, 
Jason Isabel, Brayden McKinney, Hunter Stone, Chris 
Swilley, Sara Watson, Alex Yates and Landon Young. 
Reid Baker, Cole Foster and Sean Watson were recog-
nized for on-demand writing honors. 
n Partners Insurance took over the keys to the former 
Terry Ford Insurance Agency upon retirement of Ford. 
New owners were Denise Bradley and Shelly David-
son. 
n Crittenden County’s boys basketball team remained 
undefeated after knocking off Lyon County 57-53. Lan-
don Young led the Rockets with 19. 
   

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
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Listen to our morning 
podcast M-W-F on your 
drive to work. Stay in-
formed on local news & 
sports. Find it at The 
Press Online.

AROUND THE REGION



The 1800s was a bustling time for Weston merchants

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

In the 1800s Weston 
was a bustling and grow-
ing river port village. In 
1846 John Wallingford 
and family were the only 
occupants of the place, 
and he sold goods for 
a living. The place was 
then known as Flynn’s 
Ferry. Most of the traf昀c 
though the area at this 
time was pioneers trav-
eling the Flynn’s Ferry 
Road going to new ter-
ritory up North as this 
was one of the principal 
routes. 

In 1854 Richard Ford 
moved to the place, began 
a business and changed 
the name to Weston in 
honor of his wife, whose 
maiden name was West.

From 1854 until 1880, 
Weston grew very slow-
ly, perhaps building six 
houses every de-
cade, but during 
the next several 
years, several 
neat dwellings 
and some good 
business houses 
would be built.  
During its hey-
day in the late 
1880s, it was 
the mercantile 
center for much 
of northern Crit-
tenden County.

From the ar-
chives of The 
C r i t t e n d e n 
Press during 
the 1800s, the 
names of several 
of the places of 
business are named with 
a nice description of their 
trade. Weston was a very 
unpretending little place, 
but surprisingly sold a 
signi昀cant amount of 
goods.  All lines of goods 
were very well represent-
ed and no complaint of 
dullness in trade.  All the 
merchants assured us 
that trade was very good.

–––
Charlie Wilson has 

been in business but a 
few months, yet he is as 
much at home behind 
the counter as if he had 
lived there for years.  In 
his store he has a neat 
little stock of dry goods, 
boots and shoes, gro-
ceries, queens ware and 
all kinds of household 
supplies.  Also here can 
be found the celebrated 
Greenville tobacco.

–––
Otho Nunn & Son.  

These gentlemen carry 
a stock of about $5,000 
worth of goods. They are 
well pleased with their 
trade and will doubt-
less make a success in 
the business at Weston. 
Both are clever, accom-
modating men.

–––
Hotels - The Amer-

ican House and the 
Weston Hotel. R. L. 
Wallingford is proprietor 
of the American House.  

Bar rooms are kept in 
connection with the ho-
tels.  The clerk, C. T. 
Davis of the American 
House, estimates his 
sales since last May at 
$3,000.

Joseph L. Hughes is 
proprietor of the Weston 
Hotel and John Heath 
his clerk. No one knows 
better how to care for the 
wants of the weary and 
hungry traveler.  His ta-
ble is supplied with the 
very best of eatables, 
his rooms comfortable 
and neat and beds with 
snowy linen and elder 
down. You at once feel 
that you are at home. 
Connected with this well 
kept hotel is a good sup-
ply of staple and fancy 
groceries, as well as the 
choicest wines and li-

quors, cigars 
and tobacco.

–––
John Nunn 

& Company. 
At their hard-
ware store are 
found sad-
dles, tin ware, 
a nice lot of 
h a r d w a r e , 
saddlery, fur-
niture, plow 
and 昀eld seed 
for sale. They 
keep the best 
line of cooking 
stoves I have 
ever seen in 
the county, 
and they sell 
for prices to 

suit the times.  Bob Nunn 
is the business manager 
of the 昀rm and he is an 
enterprising, modest and 
gentlemanly young man.

–––
Lamb & Rankin.   

Their store is new, the 
goods are new and every-
thing presents a bright, 
cheerful, attractive ap-
pearance.  This 昀rm has 
recently embarked into 
the mercantile busi-
ness, but it commands 
a good  trade. They are 
dealers in dry goods, no-
tions, shoes, hats, caps, 
groceries, hardware, tin 
ware, glassware, plows, 
cultivators, wagons, bug-
gies and goats.

All kinds of merchan-
dise for Marion is brought 
to the Weston dock to be 
picked up and hauled to 
their destination in Mari-
on.  Mr. Lamb, the steam 
boat agent, is in charge 
of this operation.

–––
John W. Cook, keeps 

a coal and timber yard,  
He has sold coal to the 
steamers, about 175,000 
bushels of coal.  He also 
handles wagon and bug-
gy timber.  He has already 
sold 500 cords of hickory 
and about 80,000 feet 
of oak.  Capt. Cook also 
travels to towns up North 
and brings back goods to 
sell at the local stores.  

He just arrived on the 
boat Oil City bringing a 
barge loaded with tobac-
co and potatoes.

–––
J. W. Adams, owner 

of the Weston Plow Fac-
tory, is busy striking the 
red-hot iron. He has re-
cently begun business 
at Weston. We cheerful-
ly recommend him and 
his work to the people, 
a better smith cannot be 
found in this county and 
we trust the people will 
patronize him.

–––
Annie Bristow Heath 

is the town milliner, who 
is well equipped for the 
trimming of hats.  She 
carries a large and el-
egant line of milliner, 
and is at all times ready 
to serve her customers 
with the courtesy that 
she ever practices, and 
those wanting the latest 
styles and lowest prices 
should call and see her 
wares.

–––
Harry A. Haynes has 

the local drug store.  
He is the dealer for 
medicines, chemicals, 
paints, oils, fancy no-
tions, school books and 
everything found in a 
昀rst class drug store. He 
also has pure wine and 
liquors for medicinal 
purposes. Prescriptions 
carefully compounded 
at all hours day or night. 
Mr. Samuel C. Haynes 
will always be found at 
his post as salesman 
and will wait on you with 
accuracy and  courtesy. 

–––
C. W. Grady, Gener-

al Merchandise.  In the 
early 1900s, Clarence 
W. Grady and one of his 
brothers owned and ran 
a popular general mer-
chandise store at Weston. 
They carried a new stock 
of dry goods, notions, 
boots, shoes, grocer-
ies, hardware, tinware, 
queens ware, anything 
one would need. Clarence 
W. was the son of Robert 
N. Grady and Margaret 
Eberle Grady.

The Grady brothers 
were known for their well 
run store and their hospi-
tality to the community.  

This Grady family from 

Weston in later years 
moved to Marion and 
started in the grocery 
store business in Marion. 

–––
Travis Drug Store – 

Ewell Travis and his wife 
George Ann also ran a 
drug store in Weston. Be-
sides medicine supplies 
and 昀lling prescriptions, 
the store carried other 
notions, such as toilet-
ries, writing paper and 
books.

There  were other busi-
nesses during this time, 
but I have no history on 
them.  The Brewer fami-
ly ran a store and there 
was also a barbershop, 
a tobacco factory, a Ma-
sonic lodge and proba-
bly many more that have 
been lost to time.

–––
The Final Days

The end of the river 
port town started by the 
whistles of the trains 
that lured freight and 
passenger service away 
from the riverboats that 
had once been the best 
means of travel and also 
for transporting of goods 
to the towns.

Flooding had always 
been a problem, but the 
big one of 1937 drove 
many out of their homes 
for the 昀nal time. Anoth-
er factor was the eco-
nomic problems of the 
Great Depression, World 
War II and the promise of 
regular wage paying jobs 
in the factories and the 
steels mills of the North, 
made people pack up 
and move to 昀nd these 
better paying jobs.

Slowly the people and 
families moved away, 
leaving their homes and 
the stores to the death 
caused by time with no 
one to care for them.

Weston today is a 
beautiful little village 
with several families that 
live there. Peaceful and 
secluded with a wonder-
ful view of the mighty 
Ohio River which runs 
not far from their homes, 

but you have to drive 
to Marion or Sturgis for 
your closest stores.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 

a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, December 19, 2024 5

Some well-dressed unknown citizens of Weston enjoy a 
visit on the sidewalk.  Notice some of the buildings of the 
old town behind them.

John Nunn and Co.’s advertisement from an 1886 Critten-
den Press.  They sold most anything you would need for  
home and farm.
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Nearly all of what we 
have concerning the 
events around the birth 
of Jesus in the Bible is 
found in the 
Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke. 
Their emphases 
are different, 
which accounts 
for some varia-
tion in their ge-
nealogies. Two 
are easy to spot.

First, Mat-
thew begins 
with Abraham 
and ends with 
Jesus. Luke be-
gins with Jesus 
and ends with 
Adam. Matthew 
is making the 
point that Jesus 
is the ful昀lment 
of the promise 
made to Abraham that 
through him all families of 
the earth will be blessed. 
Luke is making the point 
that this blessing is in-
clusive of all of God’s chil-
dren – Jew and Gentile. 

Second, Matthew in-
cludes a little scandal in 
his record. Matthew in-
cludes gentile women in 
his genealogy, all of whom 
had some sort of scandal 
attached to them – Tam-
ar, Rahab, Ruth, and “the 
wife of Uriah” (Bathshe-
ba). Listing these Gentile 
women may be his way of 
demonstrating inclusion. 
They also may be of some 
help to Mary who, like 
those women, would face 
scandalous questions.

In Matthew’s account 

we also read about the 
violence of the infanticide 
prompted by Herod’s fear 
and jealousy. It prompt-

ed him to recall 
the wailing of 
Israel’s moth-
ers at Ramah, 
the gathering 
place before 
being carried 
away by foreign 
armies. “Rachel 
weeping for 
her children; 
she refused to 
be consoled, 
because they 
were no more.” 
Rachel, the 
mother of Jo-
seph, who died 
after giving 
birth to Benja-
min (whom she 
called Beno-

ni – “son of my sorrow”). 
The contrast of the birth 
of Jesus, who would call 
all God’s children back 
to him, stands in stark 
contrast to the weeping 
brought on by the vio-
lence of power-grabbing 
and jealousy.

Then there are the 
three living women in the 
narrative in the Gospel of 
Luke. Anna’s role is mi-
nor until we realize what 
she had seen in her life-
time. We read that she 
was 84 when Jesus was 
born. That would have 
made her a young wom-
an of about 24 when the 
Romans relieved Judea 
of her independence after 
years of unrest. It is not 
unreasonable to surmise 

that her husband was 
killed by the Romans. She 
spent the rest of her life, 
as a widow, at the temple 
fasting and praying day 
and night. 

We need not wonder for 
what she prayed. She saw 
him and likely heard Sim-
eon’s psalm of praise and 
consolation. She wasted 
no time in telling anyone 
who would listen that re-
demption had arrived. 
She had seen violence 
and disappointment but 
never lost her faith that 
God would see her and 
hear her.

Elizabeth was a woman 
too old to bear children. 
Had she also witnessed 
the invading Roman 
armies taking Judea? 
One of the measures of 
the hope that we have 
for this world is bearing 
children. It is in our na-
ture to continue to believe 
that things will be better 
for the next generation. In 
the middle of times of un-
certainty and unanswered 
prayers for a child, Eliza-
beth and Zechariah learn 
that they will be parents 
of the forerunner to the 
Savior of the World. Zech-
ariah is doubtful and 
struck dumb. Elizabeth 
believes and when Mary, 
who went to see her when 
she learned she was ex-
pecting, prophesied con-
cerning Mary’s child.

Then there is Mary, a 
young woman betrothed 
but not yet married from 
a small town in Galilee. 
For Elizabeth it is too late 

for children, for Mary, too 
soon. She went to an older 
family member, perhaps 
for comfort and reassur-
ance. Even in her state, 
she was met with faith 
rather than judgment. 

When Gabriel delivered 
the message to Mary, she 
said yes. What a risk she 
took. What faith and cour-
age she showed. She did 
not fully understand, but 
I believe she would even-
tually know that this was 
not about the overthrow of 
Rome (which many were 
looking for) but about the 
anointed who will redeem.

Her response to Eliza-
beth’s prophecy? A psalm 
of thanks and praise. The 
humility expressed in the 
昀rst verses of Magni昀cat 
is powerful. The rest of the 
song turns to prophesying 
the ministry of Jesus. He 
would indeed remember 
mercy. He would 昀ll the 
hungry with good things. 
He would lift those of low 
standing.

The faith, strength, and 
courage of all the women 
mentioned in the genealo-
gy and the nativity stories 
in the gospels is an exam-
ple to us all. They all lived 
in violent and uncertain 
times. They all demon-
strated great humility and 
faith, and all were seen 
and heard by God. May 
we be like them. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The women of Christmas

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

Religious Outreach

God clearly tells how you receive Jesus as your Savior
Question:  How can I ask 

God to be my savior?
Answer: Young person, 

thank you for asking this 
question. I had rather an-
swer this question than any 
other.

God loves you and He 
wants you to have the very  
best life possible both now 
and eternally. But, He can’t   
give you that life because 
there is a barrier between 
you and Him. That barrier 
is your sins. “For all have 
sinned” (Rom. 3:23). Sins 
are all the wrong things you 
do that displease God. 

The Good News is God 
still loves you and provides 
the payment for your sins. 
Jesus, God’s sinless Son, 
took the punishment you 
deserve. “Christ died for 
our sins...He was buried...
(then He) was raised (back 
to life) on the third day” (1 
Cor. 15:3, 4).

To receive forgiveness and 
eternal life in heaven, you 
must 1. Admit your need. (I 
am a sinner.) 2. Be willing to 
turn from your sins (repent). 
3. Believe Jesus Christ died 
on the cross for you and be-
lieve He rose from the grave 
(John 3:16). (Receive Him as 
your Savior and Lord.)

If you are willing to turn 
from your sins and to be-
lieve Jesus died for you, tell 
God with a prayer like this: 
“Dear God, I know I am a 
sinner, and I ask for your 
forgiveness. I believe Jesus 
died for me and I invite Him 
to come into my heart and 
life.”  

If you sincerely ask Je-
sus Christ to come into your 
heart and life, He will. The Bi-
ble assures, “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved” (Rom. 10:13).
Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com.

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Anniversary
Doug and Kathy 

Curnel of Marion will 
celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary 
on Friday, Dec. 20.

The couple was 
married in Marion at 
the home of Bro. Al-

vey Winters.
They have two sons, 

Charles and Jason 
Curnel; and 昀ve grand-
children, Ethan Cur-
nel, Aiden Curnel, Lila 
Curnel, Raylin Curnel 
and Coy Curnel.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.
Highland Brown laying 
hens for sale, $6 each. 
(270) 704-1766 or (910) 
674-5455. (5t-51-p)

auto
2008 Chevy Z71 Silver-
ado with camper top LT 
package, extended cab, 
5.3 L 4x4, 146,000 miles. 
$7,000. Call (270) 704-
5047. (2t-52-c) ks
2013 Dodge Ram 1500 
in good shape; new tires, 
brakes, oil change, $8,000. 
(270) 704-5047. (2t-52-c) 
ks

for rent
2 bedroom, 1 bath duplex 
$550 rent, $550 deposit. 
(270) 704-3234. (49-tfc) je
1 bedroom ef昀ciency apart-
ment, includes all utilities 
$550.00 rent $550.00 de-
posit. (270) 704-3234. (49-
tfc) je

employment 
CITY OF MARION POLICE 
DEPARTMENT has a full-
time permanent position 
opening.  Minimum quali昀-
cations include graduation 
from high school or equiv-
alent; some experience in 
law enforcement is desir-
able, but not mandatory.  A 
combination of experience 
and education will be con-
sidered for compliance with 
these standards.
The successful applicant 
will work under the gener-
al direction of the Chief of 
Police.  Primary activities 
will include, but not limited 
to patrolling and other such 
duties common to our de-
partment’s operations.
A copy of the full job de-
scription for the Police Of-
昀cer’s position is available 
from the City Administrator 
on request. All resumes 
must be accompanied by 
a City of Marion job appli-
cation.  Upon completion 
of a probationary period, 
employee bene昀ts include; 
100% of the of昀cer’s health 
insurance premiums, and 
25% of any covered family 
member. We offer 10 paid 
vacation days and 13 paid 
holidays per year.  Salary 
for a DOCJT Certi昀ed Of昀-
cer is set at $55,446.12 for 
the 2024-2025 昀scal year.
Anyone interested in the 
position should submit a 
City of Marion Job Appli-
cation to the City Admin-
istrator’s of昀ce by 4pm on 
Friday, January 3rd, 2025. 
The City of Marion is an 

Equal Opportunity Employ-
er and a Certi昀ed Drug-
Free Workplace.  (1t-51-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-4-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, KY, do cer-
tify that the following has 
昀led notice to Final Settle-
ment:
Melinda Gipson of 100 
Twin Lake Drive, Marion, 
KY 42064, executrix of 
Charles O. Freeman, de-
ceased, whose address 
was 100 Twin Lake Drive, 
Marion, KY 42064. 
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden Dis-
trict Court on January 15, 
2025. All persons having 
exceptions to said settle-
ments are to 昀le same at 
once. (1t-51-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on December 11, 2024 
Joe E. Porter of 105 Rudd 
Street, Marion, KY 42064  
was appointed administra-
tor of Jason Wardlaw Por-
ter, deceased, whose ad-
dress was 3772 Mott City 
Road, Marion, KY 42064.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administrator before the 
11th day of June, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-51-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on December 11, 2024 
Mary Elizabeth Barlow of 
2014 Carver Dr., Greenbri-
er, TN 37073 was appoint-
ed executrix of Fay Carol 
Crider, deceased, whose 
address was 3287 S.R. 
506, Marion, KY 42064. 
Rebecca Johnson, 217 W. 
Bellville St., Marion, KY 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 11th 
day of June, 2025 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-51-c)

bid notice
BID FOR HEATING AND 
AIR UNIT INSTALLATION: 
The Livingston County Co-
operative Extension Of昀ce 
in Smithland, KY is accept-
ing bids for new heating 
and air units to be installed 
in an existing building. Bids 
will be accepted until Janu-
ary 10, 2025.
Job can be seen/assessed 
on-sight at the Livingston 
County Cooperative Exten-
sion Of昀ce located at 803 
U.S. 60 East, Smithland, 
KY 42081 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.
Job must be started within 
15-30 days of the time the 

bid is accepted and agreed 
upon by both parties.
Detailed, itemized bids 
should be delivered in-per-
son or by mail (Livingston 
County Extension Dis-
trict Board, P.O. Box 189, 
Smithland, KY 42081) no 
later than January 10, 2025 
by 4:30 p.m. For questions, 
please call 270-928-2168 
or email Joni Phelps at jk-
barr3@uky.edu. The Col-
lege of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment is an 
Equal Opportunity Organi-
zation with respect to ed-
ucation and employment 
and authorization to pro-
vide research, education 
information and other ser-
vices only to individuals 
and institutions that func-
tion without regard to eco-
nomic or social status and 
will not discriminate on the 
bases of race, color, eth-
nic origin, creed, religion, 
political belief, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender iden-
tity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, 
veteran status, or physical 
or mental disability. Inqui-
ries regarding compliance 
with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Educational 
Amendments, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act 
and other related matter 
should be directed to Equal 
Opportunity Of昀ce, College 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University 
of Kentucky, Room S-105, 
Agriculture Science Build-
ing, North Lexington, Ken-
tucky 40546. (2t-51-c)

statewide
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can 
save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR      

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-844-592-4235
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 

veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-877-581-3053 today!
FINANCIAL SERVICES

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979
FOOD SERVICES

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Pack-
age makes a great gift and 
comes with 8 FREE Burg-
ers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-395-9131
and mention code 
77318CZL  or visit www.
omahas teaks .com/De-
luxe9671
HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374
HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of 
the property when connect-
ing.
WARNING: Your home may 
need new Siding, Windows 
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY 
before the hurricane drives 
prices back up and it’s to 
late.  Huge Discounts & Fi-
nancing available. 800-350-
0591 to learn more.
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-850-6999
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/29/24.) Call 1-866-837-
5986
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 

payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 1-888-841-2035
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most pow-
erful home standby gen-
erators available. Indus-
try-leading comprehensive 
warranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Strat-
ton 1-877-548-2927.
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258
INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Elec-
tric, water, gas, utilities and 
internet included. $2,200 
per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press 

Association, 502-223-8821.
ROOFING

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-548-
7486
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have 
are between 52-63 years 
old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition 
that prevents you from 
working for a year or more. 
Call now! 1-877-548-7946
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/Kentucky
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P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s girls’ 

basketball team was hit by 
severe illness this week. The 
outbreak not only caused 
Tuesday’s basketball game at 
Lyon to be postponed, but 
also prompted school officials 
to cancel classes the rest of 
the week because of the wide-
spread outbreak. 

The district game has been 
rescheduled for 6 p.m., on 
Monday, Jan. 23. 
Girls beat Livingston 

After weathering some 
early foul issues, Crittenden 
unleashed a lockdown de-
fense in the fourth period to 
beat Livingston Central 55-
38 going away Friday at 
Rocket Arena to remain un-
defeated.  

Anna Boone had her best 
offensive game of the season, 

scoring 20 points despite 
picking up two early fouls. 
She also had 11 rebounds. 

Livingston led by a couple 
of points in the first half, but 
Crittenden stretched out a 
10-point lead by the half be-
hind three baskets from 
Boone. The Lady Cardinals, 
led by senior Victoria Joiner, 
who had 20 points for the 
game, were able to peel off a 
15-5 run when CCHS went 
cold in the third quarter. 

After leading by three to 
start the final period, Critten-
den turned up the defensive 
heat and held Livingston vir-
tually scoreless the rest of the 
way. Joiner had one foul shot 
in the fourth quarter for her 
team’s only offense down the 
stretch. 

 
Livingston Central   11    20    37  38 
Crittenden County   12    30    40  55 

LIVINGSTON – Joiner 20, T.Leahy, 
A.Leahy, Downey 6, Ramage 9, Hol-
man 3, Jennings. 3-pointers 2 (Joiner). 
FT 7-12. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 20, Evans 1, 

Hodge 8, Federico 11, Rushing 8, 
Stewart 2, Holeman. 3-pointers (3-
pointers 4 (Boone 2, Federico, Rush-
ing). FT 15-22. 

BASKETBALL 

UPCOMING GAMES  
AROUND THE 5TH DISTRICT 

BOYS 
Dec 19 Lyon County at Trigg County 
Dec 20 Livingston vs Caldwell at St. 
Mary Tournament 
Dec 20 Trigg at Logan County 

GIRLS 
Dec 19 Trigg Co. hosts Lyon County 
Dec 19 Livingston at McCracken Co. 
Dec 20 Lyon hosts McCracken County 
Dec 20 Trigg at Russellville 
Dec 21 Crittenden hosts Carlisle Co. 
 

Fifth District Standings 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           2-0        5-0 
Lyon County                    1-0        5-1 
Livingston Central           0-2        2-4 
Trigg County                    0-1        0-4 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    1-0        5-0 
Trigg County                    1-0        4-2 
Livingston Central           1-1        2-1 
Crittenden County           0-2        0-5 
 

AREA BASKETBALL SCORES 
GIRLS 

Lyon County 73, Massac County 36 
Lyon County 71, Webster County 43 
Stewart Co., Tenn. 52, Trigg Co. 24 
Hopkins Central 60, Trigg County 15 
Marshall Co. 63, Livingston Cent. 30 
Union County 50, Grayson Co. 48 
Caldwell Co. 55, Muhlenberg Co. 50 
Livingston 54, Ballard Memorial 53 

BOYS 
Trigg Co. 53, Stewart Co., Tenn. 45 
Hopkins Central 100, Trigg Co. 35 
Lyon County 63, Union County 58 
Ohio County 66, Caldwell Co. 43 
 

Guess leads team in scoring 

   Crittenden County graduate Taylor 
Guess leads Lindsey Wilson’s women’s 
basketball team in scoring, averaging 
more than 14 points per game. The team 
is 9-3 after beating Oakland City 81-66 
Saturday. Guess scored 14 in that contest. 
She is also averaging just over four re-
bounds a game. Guess is a sophomore 
guard. In high school, she set Crittenden 
County’s career scoring record. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 

Youth league registration 

   The Amazing Aces Volleyball program is 
returning for its 2025 season, welcoming 
girls in grades 3-6 from Caldwell, Critten-
den and surrounding counties. The sea-
son, which includes weekly practices and 
Saturday morning games, will take place 
at The Hive at First Baptist Church in Fre-
donia, starting in January and concluding 
with a league tournament on Feb. 22. 
Registration is $40 per player, with a dis-
counted rate of $25 for siblings. Sign-ups 
are now open and will end with an in-per-
son evaluation on Dec. 21 at 8 a.m., at 
The Hive. Payments can be made via 
Venmo to @Bayley-Mac10 or by cash or 
check. Parents are encouraged to register 
early to assist with team assignments. 
Coaching volunteers are also being 
sought. For updates, follow the Amazing 
Aces Volleyball Facebook page or contact  
Coach Bayley McDonald at 270-601-0973. 

FOOTBALL 

Porter calls state 1A 

   Marion’s Jeff Porter (pictured above sec-
ond from right) was among an officiating 
crew that refereed the Kentucky Class A 
football championship recently. It was 
Porter’s second time to officiate a state 
championship game. And, he played in 
one, too, in 1985 when Crittenden County 
beat Paintsville for the Class A title. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Deer Archery               Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Turkey Archery            Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Deer Crossbow          Sept. 21 - Jan. 20 
Raccoon                        Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Turkey Crossbow         Nov. 9 - Dec. 31 
Rabbit                         Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Quail                           Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Raccoon Trapping      Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 
Bobcat                        Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Squirrel Fall                Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Canada Goose           Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Duck                             Dec. 7 - Jan. 31 
Deer Muzzleloader               Dec. 14-22 
Dove                           Dec. 21 - Jan. 12 
Deer Youth Free                   Dec. 28-29 
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Sickness knocks out 
Tuesday’s Lyon game
STAFF REPORT 

Illness and injury wiped 
out the Rockets’ game 
scheduled for Tuesday 
night at No. 19 Lyon 
County. It has been 
rescheduled for Jan. 16. 
About half of the Rocket 
basketball team is sick and 
it’s not an isolated problem. 
Livingston and Trigg can-
celled their district double-
header Tuesday night as 
well. 
At Apollo Saturday  

Shorthanded due to illi-
ness and injury, a long road 
trip to Owensboro Saturday 
turned into a difficult pill to 
swallow as the Rockets fell 
behind early and lost 82-
29. 

The good news is several 
young players got into the 
game and earned some in-
valuable experience. Crit-
tenden was behind 51-8 at 
the half and was never a 
threat to the much stronger 
Eagles (5-1). 

For the winless Rockets, 
freshman Drake Young led 
the way with 11 points, 
which included three treys. 
He was the only Crittenden 
player in double figures.  
Crittenden County    5      8     21  29 
Owensboro Apollo  21    51    64  82 

CRITTENDEN – LaRue 3, Belcher 
4, Dayberry 3, Stokes, Young 11, 
Candelario 6, Thomas, Martin, 
C.Poindexter, B.Poindexter 2, Elling-
ton. 3-pointers 7 (Young 3, Cande-
lario 2, Dayberry, LaRue). FT 2-2. 
APOLLO – Powers 7, Jarboe 6, Badger 
5, Henning 6, Johnson 4, Williams 4, 
Kelly 14, Green 12, Steele 7, Stacy 7, 
Burgeons 2, Haskins 6, Butterworth 2. 3-
pointers 8. FT 2-5. 
Loss at home to Cards 

Crittenden had nothing to 
stop Livingston Central’s 
roll in Friday’s Fifth District 
matchup at Rocket Arena. 
The Cardinals led by a com-
fortable margin early and 
handily won the Fifth Dis-
trict matchup 75-35.  

Livingston, behind three 
players in double figures, 
beat the Rockets for the 
third straight time.  
Livingston Central   18    41    59  75  
Crittenden County    7     20    29  35 
LIVINGSTON – Walker 13, Hargrove 
14, Drew Hosick 9, Laim 9, Wring 
12, Davidson 5, Stone 9, Paris, Gar-
ner, Munoz 3, Schrump. 3-pointers 8 
(Walker 2, Wring 2, Hargrove, 
Hosick, Davidson, Munoz. 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 6, Belcher 
11, T.McLean, Young, Candelario 6, 
Martin, C.Poindexter, Murray, Travis 
2, B.Poindexter 3, Conyer 7. 3-point-
ers 5 (Belcher, LaRue 2, Candelario 
2). FT 8-10.

Crittenden’s Coby LaRue (above) looks for an outlet pass from 
the wing as Livingston’s Mason Hargrove applies the defense. 
Below, Livingston’s Logan Wring tries to wrestle the ball away 
from Rocket Brayden Poindexter.

Rocket girls dispatch LCHS, Lyon game on hold

Crittenden County basketball cheerleaders (front from left) are seniors 
Kayleigh Weathers, Tallyn Tabor, Aliyah Maraman,  (second row) Rianna 
Maness, Jillissa Taylor, Amelia Johnson, Gracie Orr, (third row) Kaylin Cole-
man, Aubrey Miller, Maddie Jones, Hayden Peak, Emme Lynch, Lindsey Wyatt, 
Nai’Zayah Bell, Hope Reavis, Hannah Jent, Bella Williams and Jersey Rushing.

Livingston’s Neveah Jennings applies defense against Critten-
den’s Georgia Holeman during Friday’s game at Marion.

Crittenden County High School held its annual football awards ceremony Sunday. Among those honored were (front from left) Kaiden Travis, 
Most Valuable Lineman and 4-Year Senior awards; Braiden Brandsasse Greg Dozer Belt and Roach awards; Caden Howard, RBI Impact, 
Record-Breaker, Trash Can Turnover, Captain and Most Valuable Player awards; Cam’Ron Belcher, Most Valuable Special Teams Player, 
Feed Mill Grit Iron, 4-Year Senior and Record-setter awards; Quinn Summers, Record-setter, Captain, Crittenden Press Paul E. Mick Lead-
ership and Most Valuable Offensive Player awards; (back) Adri Berry, Record-setter and First Female Player awards; Brayden Poindexter, 
Most Valuable Defensive Player and Tackling Points Leader awards; Noah Byford, 110 Percent Award; Trae Taylor, Most Improved Defensive 
Player Award; Conner Poindexter, JV Captain Award; Eli Lovell, JV Offensive MVP; Carson Yates, Solid Rocket Award; and Mitchell Brown, 
Most Improved Special Teams Player. Not pictured: Trent Todd, JV Defensive MVP; Michael Porter, Selfless Rocket Award; Blake French, 
4-Year Senior Award; and Dakota Sosh, Most Improved Offensive Player Award.
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Kentucky Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) Commission 
met earlier this month in Frankfort to dis-
cuss important updates, action items and 
future plans to enhance wildlife conserva-
tion, recreation and hunting regulations.  

Wildlife Director Ben Robinson reported 
that 7,400 deer had been harvested in the 
eight Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) sur-
veillance counties in far western Kentucky. 
Over 3,800 samples have been tested, with 
no new detections of CWD; however, 31 
percent of the samples are still awaiting lab 
results. 

Kentucky has recorded two cases of CWD 
over the last couple of years, one in a cap-
tive deer in Breckinridge County and one in 
a wild deer in Ballard County. 

Robinson said further action on CWD 
policies will await final sample results to 
ensure decisions are data-driven. 

He said over 131,000 deer were harvested 
during archery and modern firearm sea-
sons, surpassing the five-year average, so 
CWD does not appear to be having a detri-
mental effect on the sport. 

Robinson also highlighted a need to re-
balance the buck-to-doe ratio (currently 55 
percent of the harvest is bucks) to maintain 
herd health and improve trophy hunting 
opportunities. 

The commission approved increasing the 
daily bag limit for northern pintails from 
one to three birds starting in the 2025 wa-
terfowl season (next year). This aligns with 
updated U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) guidelines and is expected to have 
negligible population impact. 

Dr. John Brunjes, KDFWR’s migratory 
bird biologist, said very few pintails will be 

harvested in Kentucky despite the increaed 
bag limit. He said pintails are quite com-
mon on the Pacific Coast, but not in this 
flyway. 

“We will have fewer than 20 or 30 people 
in Kentucky who take a three-bird limit,” 
Brunjes said.  

He explained that pintail mortality is 
more affected by natural causes than 
hunters.  

“In Kentucky, we shoot less than 3,000 
pintails a season,” Brunjes added, pointing 
out that California hunters alone take more 
than that in a single day. 

“It will have zero impact on the popula-
tion to allow more to be harvested in Ken-
tucky,” he added. 

The Commission approved offering elec-
tronic federal duck stamps – known as eS-
tamps – online. This will improve 
convenience for hunters while retaining the 
option for physical collector stamps, which 
can be issued upon request. Some hunters 
have already been buying their federal 
stamps online, but doing that through 
other states. Starting next year, Kentucky 
will offer the service. 

A tiered licensing system was proposed to 
regulate guides and outfitters more effec-
tively, with fees scaled by the number of 
guides employed. Enhanced reporting and 
stricter penalties for violations were also 
discussed. No formal action was taken on 
the matter, but it could be accepted at the 
next quarterly meeting in the spring. 

The Commission discussed tying license 
fee adjustments to the Consumer Price 
Index, with changes implemented every two 
years beginning in 2026. That measure will 
be further discussed in March. 

 

KIDS 
Continued from page 1 

cies to benefit children 
where none exist. 

Kids Count County 
Data Book features the 
latest measurements of 
child well-being in each 
county, and indicates 
whether conditions have 
improved, worsened or 
stayed the same over 
time. 

Economic security, ed-
ucation, health, and fam-
ily and community are 
the four major categories, 
with sub categories in-
cluding poverty, children 
with health insurance, 
foster care and birth to 
mothers who smoke or 
without school degrees. 

In the latest compari-
son of findings, Kentucky 
shows a reduction in 
poverty among children, 
improved proficiency in 
fourth-grade reading and 
math, decreased inci-
dence of smoking during 
pregnancy as well as the 
number of teen births. 

Crittenden County im-
proved in seven of 16 
areas on the KYC data 
sheet, showing a slight 
reduction of children in 
poverty; a reduction in 
smoking during preg-
nancy; and increase of 
the number of children 
exiting foster care. 

In Livingston County, 
three of the 16 categories 
showed improvement, 
five declined and the re-
mainder stayed the 
same. 

In Livingston County, 
all four categories in the 
education section 
showed an improvement 
from the previous report-
ing period, but declines 
were recorded in half of 
the economic security 
category. 

Recent data highlight 
significant shifts in eco-
nomic security and edu-
cational outcomes across 
Kentucky and locally, re-

vealing a mix of progress 
and challenges. 

Statewide, the percent-
age of children living in 
poverty dropped 2.5 per-
centage points from 2017 
to 2022, marking a slight 
improvement. Similarly, 
the proportion of children 
in low-income families 
(below 200% of the fed-
eral poverty level) fell 
from 47% to 44% be-
tween 2013-2017 and 
2018-2022. The burden 
of high rental costs also 
eased slightly, with 44% 
of households now af-
fected, down from 46%. 
Food insecurity wors-
ened, with 20.7% of chil-
dren living in 
food-insecure house-
holds in 2022 compared 
to 16.1% in 2020. This 
uptick raises concerns 
about the availability of 
nutritious food for Ken-
tucky's youth. 

Between 2021-2023, a 
greater percentage of 
children left foster care 
and were reunified with 
families. At the same 
time, the number of chil-
dren in foster care in-
creased from 48.6 to 50.9 
(rate per 1,000 children). 

Judge Rogers said the 
increased number of chil-
dren in out of home care 
is a result of drugs, 
abuse and neglect. She 
said many children are 
not counted in the foster-
care numbers because 
they are placed with rela-
tives, many with their 
grandparents.  

“There are now more 
avenues for relatives and 
fictive kin to become fos-
ter parents that will re-
sult in financial 
assistance or opportuni-
ties for the children,” the 
judge said. 

“There is also some-
thing new this year called 
Subsidized Permanent 
Custody that is an option 
for non-parents who 
have a child placed with 
them to receive financial 

assistance if they are ul-
timately awarded perma-
nent custody. However, 
this also requires the 
child to have been in the 
Cabinet’s custody (foster 
care) first,” Rogers adds. 
“These type of situations 
are not in ‘foster care’ like 
the terminology tradi-
tionally implied. The 
term ‘foster care’ has 
thankfully been ex-
panded upon.” 

Crittenden County also 
experienced a minor re-
duction in child poverty 
rates, decreasing from 
28.6% in 2017 to 28.4% 
in 2022. Children in low-
income families dropped 
from 51% to 46% over a 
similar period and the 
percentage of households 
facing high rental costs 
significantly improved al-
though anecdotal evi-
dence based on rising 
rental rates in the county 
would disagree with 
those figures. According 
to PropertyChecker.com, 
median rent in Critten-
den County is $675.  

Despite these gains, 
food insecurity in the 
county surged to 27% in 
2022, mirroring state 
trends. 

Judge Rogers said 
many entities have recog-
nized the exposure our 
children have to food in-
security and are stepping 
up to help in Crittenden 
County. 

“The local church food 
banks, the monthly Crit-
tenden County food give-
aways at the PACS office 
and the school backpack 
programs are a great 
start,” the judge said. 

The Cabinet for Fami-
lies and Children and 
Court-Appointed Special 
Advocates are contacts 
for any organization or 
individual interested in 
assisting families that 
are in need of food and 
support.  

In Livingston County, 
the percentage of chil-

dren living in low income 
and food insecure house-
holds increased, as did 
high rental cost burden. 
According to Property-
Checker.com, median 
rent in Livingston County 
is $804.  

Statewide, education 
outcomes present a 
mixed picture. While 
fourth- and eighth-grade 
reading and math profi-
ciency showed slight im-
provements, the 
readiness of kinder-
garteners declined. The 
high school graduation 

rate rose to 92.2%, up 
from 90.6% in 2018-19. 

In Crittenden County, 
kindergarten readiness 
dropped from 51% in 
2018-19 to 47% in 2023-
24, fourth-grade reading 
proficiency fell from 54% 
to 42% and eighth-grade 
math proficiency saw a 
slight decline. However, 
the county boasts a re-
markable increase in 
high school graduation 
rates, climbing from 
89.5% to 94.3%. 

While the data under-
score a mix of progress 

and setbacks, Rogers 
said the information “re-
mains a good reminder of 
the state of our county 
when it comes to families 
and children. 

“Children born into dif-
ficult situations need a 
strong community that 
puts them first. Children 
that see a community 
that cares will grow re-
siliently and may very 
well stop family cycles 
and grow up to give back 
to the community,” the 
judge said. 

 

Pouring Rubber 
Contractors last week poured the first layer of rubber base for the new play-
ground area at Marion-Crittenden County Park. Use of the playground has 
been restricted over the last few weeks while workers have had to schedule 
around weather as they prepared the site and began installing the poured-
in-place crumb rubber. Another layer will be added soon and once it’s 
down, there will be further site work to complete the project. The county 
received a matching grant for the improvements.

Salem Fire & Rescue Awards 
Salem Fire & Rescue held its annual Christmas dinner and awards banquet last 
week. Various first responders and citizens were recognized for their work and ded-
ication throughout the past year. Among those honored were (from left) Janet Hur-
ley, Rookie of the Year; Matt Lynn, Firefighter of the Year; Capt. Wilson Cox, Officer 
of the Year; Chief Daniel Newcomb; Donnie Young, Chief’s Award; Bobby Curry, 
James R. Crawford Award of Excellence; and Farmers Bank’s Tyler Coleman, Citizen 
of the Year. 

KDFWR quarterly meeting 

Pintail bag up; license hike proposed
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High school students 

in Kentucky can earn 
thousands of dollars to-
ward college tuition 
through the Kentucky 
Educational Excellence 
Scholarship, or KEES. 
Funded by the Kentucky 
Lottery, the program re-
wards students for aca-
demic performance and 
standardized test scores, 
said Crittenden County 
High School Counselor 
Stefanie Shoulders. 

Students can qualify 
for KEES money starting 
in their freshman year of 
high school by maintain-
ing at least a 2.5 grade 
point average. Awards 
range from $125 per 
year for a 2.5 GPA to 
$500 per year for a 4.0 
GPA. Over four years, a 
student with straight A’s 
can earn $2,000 for col-
lege. 

KEES also provides a 
bonus for students who 
perform well on stan-
dardized tests. For in-
stance, a student 
scoring a 15 on the ACT 
receives an additional 
$36 per year, while a 
perfect score of 36 adds 
$500 annually. Bonus 
awards are also avail-
able for qualifying SAT 
scores, Advanced Place-
ment (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB) and 
Cambridge Advanced In-
ternational (CAI). Dual-

credit courses are 
weighted, allowing stu-
dents in these programs 
to earn higher KEES 
awards. 

The funds can be used 
at any participating col-
lege or university in 
Kentucky. For students 
pursuing a major not of-
fered in the state, KEES 
awards may be applied 
at out-of-state schools 
that participate in the 
Academic Common Mar-
ket.  

Unfortunately, trade 
schools or certificates of 
higher learning do not 
qualify for KEES, Shoul-
ders explains. 

Students must main-
tain good grades to keep 
their KEES funding dur-
ing college. First-year 
students are required to 
have a 2.5 cumulative 
GPA to retain their 
scholarship. In subse-
quent years, the thresh-
old rises to a 3.0 
cumulative GPA. If a 
student falls below these 
standards, the scholar-
ship amount may be re-
duced or lost entirely. 

KEES provides addi-
tional opportunities for 
students from low-in-
come families. Those eli-
gible for free or 
reduced-price lunch can 
earn supplemental 
KEES awards for scoring 
well on AP, IB or CAI 
exams. These supple-
mental awards, which 
have no limit, can signif-
icantly increase the total 
funding available. 

The program operates 
automatically, with no 
application process re-
quired. High schools re-
port GPAs to the 
Kentucky Higher Educa-
tion Assistance Author-
ity at the end of each 
school year and stu-
dents can track their 
awards online at 
www.kheaa.com. After 

high school graduation, 
the scholarship is dis-
bursed directly to the 
student’s college, split 
evenly between fall and 
spring semesters. 

KEES funding is avail-
able for up to eight aca-
demic terms and must 
generally be used within 
five years of high school 
graduation. For stu-
dents graduating early, 
an Early Graduate 
Award will be calculated 
based on the student’s 
three-year GPA average. 

Kentucky education 
officials say the KEES 
program provides vital 
financial support for 
families and incentivizes 
academic excellence. 
With the potential to 
earn up to $10,000 over 
four years of college, the 
scholarship can signifi-
cantly reduce the finan-
cial burden of higher 
education. 

Shoulders also re-
minds students that 
dual credit courses 
taken in high school are 
a great way to get ahead 
on college, which saves 
parents a great deal on 
tuition in the future. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
n Do I have to apply for KEES? 
No application is necessary. High schools automatically re-
port GPAs to KHEAA, which calculates and tracks awards. 
n Does KEES expire? 
Students can use KEES funds for up to eight academic terms 
and within five years of high school graduation. 
n What happens if I graduate high school early? 
Early graduates receive an Early Graduate Award based on 
their three-year GPA average. 

How Do Students  
Earn KEES Money? 

Yearly GPA Rewards 
n Students earn between 
$125 and $500 per year 
based on their high 
school GPA, starting from 
a minimum GPA of 2.5. 
For example: 
2.5 GPA = $125/year 
4.0 GPA = $500/year 
Over four years of high 
school, a straight-A stu-
dent could accumulate 
$2,000 a year for college. 
n There is a Bonus for 
ACT or SAT Scores. Scor-
ing 15 or higher on the 
ACT (or 830 on the SAT) 
earns a bonus, ranging 
from $36 to $500 based 
on the score. Example: 
An ACT score of 28 adds 
$375 per year to the stu-
dent’s KEES total. 
____________________ 

Per Year

n How do I check KEES 
awards for my student? 
Students and parents can 
monitor awards online at 
www.kheaa.com by creat-
ing an account. 
____________________

Understanding KEES college money

OPIOID 
Continued from page 1 

from the settlement. Critten-
den has to date received 
$209,833.90 while Livingston 
has received $227,056.59. 
Cities are also receiving a 
share of the money. Marion 
has so far gotten $12,164.09 
and Princeton has received 
$84,717.78. 

Crittenden County has been 
proactive, spending 
$20,297.35 across fiscal years 

24 and 25.  
County Treasurer Yvette 

Martin has received guidance 
from the Kentucky Association 
of Counties on how to deter-
mine what expenses qualify 
under the settlement policy. 
The treasurer’s settlement 
dated Oct. 31 shows a balance 
of more than $207,000 in the 
county’s opioid account. 

Much of what has already 
been spent has gone to sup-
port local substance-abuse 
and recovery programs. Crit-

tenden County Drug-Free 
Coalition, MBC Outreach and 
Recovery Services, Celebrate 
Recovery and Agency Sub-
stance Abuse Program (ASAP) 
are among the beneficiaries.  

The county provides a meet-
ing place for substance abuse 
programs inside a former 
church building it owns near 
the corner of Bellville and 
Court streets. Utilities at the 
counseling center have been 
the greatest single expense at 
around $8,0000 over the past 

two years.  
The county used settlement 

funds to donate $4,550 to the 
local D.A.R.E. America pro-
gram to buy a lion costume to 
use during interactions with 
young children. Since then, the 
D.A.R.E. program has gone 
dormant, because the certified 
deputy overseeing the program 
took a job in another county. 

Crittenden County has taken 
$3,000 for administering the 
settlement funds and the rest 
has been spent on outreach 

and recovery, in paticular to 
pay for testing kits and labora-
tory testing.  

Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Michael Williams, who 
took office last month following 
a special election, says he’s 
still working to understand 
how his county can spend its 
settlement money.  

Marion is in the same situa-
tion. None has been spent from 
its settlement proceeds, largely 
because leaders are unclear 
about qualified expenses. 
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